Samford University

Orlean Bullard Beeson School of Education and Professional Studies
The Graduate Program-Gifted Education

800 Lakeshore Drive.
Birmingham, Alabama 35229-2312
205/726-4287

Dear Prospective Graduate Student:

Thank you for your interest in the Graduate Program in Gifted Education of the Orlean Bullard
Beeson School of Education at Samford University. The Gifted Education Program offers a
Master of Science in Education Degree with Class A Certification in Gifted Education. Those
individuals who have a master’s degree and Class A certification in another teaching field will
have their transcripts from previously attended institutions evaluated to determine the courses
which may be considered for elective credit.

You may begin the process of admission by completing the application forms and submitting
the required documentation as outlined in the attached packet. Please send your completed
forms to my attention.

Note: All transcripts, GRE or MAT scores, and letters of reference must be mailed from the

original sources. Please do not send or deliver copies yourself.

If you are interested in more information or have questions, please feel free to contact me at

205.726.4287 or via e-mail pfwood@samford.edu. | look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Patricia F. Wood, Ph.D.-Director
Gifted Education Program
205.726.4287
pfwood@samford.edu



SAMFORD UNIVERSITY
Orlean Bullard Beeson School of Education and Profe ssional Studies
Graduate Program

Master of Science Degree in Education
and
Class A Certification in Gifted Education

ELIGIBILITY FOR ADMISSION:

To be eligible for admission, a candidate must hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of
higher education and a Class B Alabama certificate in the area in which he or she wishes to pursue
graduate studies. In addition, the following requirements must be met in order to be formally admitted:

1. Two official transcripts from a regionally accredited college or university from which the student
graduated and from all colleges or universities attended should be mailed to:

Dr. Patricia F. Wood

Director: Gifted Education Program

OBB School of Education and Professional Studies
Samford University

800 Lakeshore Drive

Birmingham, AL 35229

2. A copy of the Class B Alabama certificate

3. Graduate/Undergraduate GPA of 3.0 Transcripts must be sent directly to us from the institution.

4. Completion of application and payment of $25 application fee payable to Samford University and
immunization form completed and sent to Student Health Services (see attached form)

5. Satisfactory performance on written critique of article that is scheduled with the gifted education
program coordinator and completed on site

6. Three letters of recommendation from professors, employers, colleagues, friends or clergy
addressed to Dr. Patricia F. Wood, Gifted Education Program Director

7. Completion of disposition form (last form in admission packet) by the candidate’s principal or
supervisor

8. Minimum score on Graduate Record Examination (GRE) of 800 or Miller Analogies Test (MAT) of
396. See Test Information . Scores must be sent directly to us from the testin g service.

9. Interview with the gifted education program coordinator and/or director of the graduate program
10. Formal admission by the graduate studies program committee
GENERAL INFORMATION:

1. Program Checklist

Students must follow the program checklist in order to earn the degree and teacher certification.



2. Transfer Credits

IMPORTANT: Transcripts must be sent to us directly from the institution.
A candidate may transfer only six semester hours of coursework from another institution, provided
these courses are equivalent to Samford’s courses. Transfer courses require the approval of Dr.
Wood and the Certification Officer.

3. Test Information

IMPORTANT: Scores must be sent directly from the te  sting service.
a. Graduate Record Examination

The GRE is offered at the Prometric Center in Homewood (205.871.7444).

b. Miller Analogies Test

The MAT is administered at Birmingham-Southern and information may be obtained from Nancy
Parsons at 205.226.4846. The MAT is also administered at UAB and the office number is
205.934.5503. The UAB testing website at www.uab.edu/testing.

4. Financial Information

A tuition scholarship in the amount of $87 per semester hour is awarded to all graduate students
(except Employee Tuition Benefit candidates) enrolled in the OBBSE graduate program.
Information regarding loans can be obtained from the Financial Aid Office at 205.726.2905. A
graduate assistantship in the School of Education may be available. Application should be made by
February 15 in the Department of Education in Room 210. For further information regarding tuition,
please call the graduate office at 205.726.2564.

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:

1. Completion of Coursework

Students in all graduate programs must ensure that they take the correct courses, according to the
checklist, and earn the correct number of semester hours for completing the degree. When more
than one certification area is earned, all required coursework for both certificates must be taken. The
same courses do not count toward two certificates on different levels, e.g., Class A and Class AA.

2. Grade Point Average

A GPA of 3.5 must be maintained throughout the graduate program and until the completion of the
program. Students whose GPA drops below 3.5 are required to withdraw from the program.

3. Exit Interview and Final Records Check

These should be scheduled with the certification officer in Room 220 (205.726.2566) before
completing the comprehensive exit examination. Students must make application for the
comprehensive exit examination with Dr. Wood. Application for the new certificate with the
Certification Officer, Janet Smith, should also be made at this time.

4. Comprehensive Exit Examination

After students apply for their examination, they must complete it at the time scheduled by Dr.
Patricia Wood, Gifted Education Program Director.



TRADITIONAL PROGRAM

Application for Admission to Graduate Study

I. Personal Information  (Print)

Name
Last First Middle

Present Address

City State Zip

Home Telephone Number (__ ) Social Security Number

E-mail Address Fax Number ()

Religious Preference Birth Date

Gender Marital Status Race

Il. Present Employer Information

Present Employer

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Number () Title of Position

[ll. Educational Information

Please check in each column the program you plan to complete.

Degree Certification Major

M.S. in Education Traditional Class A ECHD

Ed.S. in Education Traditional Class AA ELEM
Fifth-Year Nontraditional Class A Gifted

Renew Certificate




When do you anticipate starting the graduate program?

Are you in possession of a teaching certificate? Yes  No___ Type

If you do not hold a certificate, are you eligible forone? Yes ~ No___ Type

Date Score
Miller Analogies Test
Graduate Record Examination

(If you already have a master’s degree for which you took the GRE or MAT and are only planning to get an add-on
certification in gifted education,, you do not have to take the test again.)

Name of Institution Date(s) Attended Major/Minor Degree

Have you completed a survey of special education course? Yes No
If you have, please indicate where and when the course was taken:

Institution Date

Have you ever been placed on academic probation by any school? If so, please explain.

In making this application, | realize that Samford University is a Christian institution and that it has a right to require
of students conduct that is at all times honorable, clean and sober. | certify that | have given full and complete
information concerning my academic background.

Signed Date

This form must be completed and signed before application can be processed in the Admissions Office. Samford
University is an Equal Opportunity Institution and does not discriminate in receiving applications and offering
programs based upon race color, gender, national origin, age (over 40), disability, marital status, or veteran status
and in all ways fulfills its obligations under Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, and Title | of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.



Samford University
Gifted Education Program

Class A Program Checkilist
Master’'s Degree: 30-33 semester hours

Students who have a master’s degree and Class A certification in another teaching field may be able
to transfer courses taken at a previous institution to meet requirements for Class A gifted certification.
Any student who has not taken a survey of exceptional children course must take EDUC 510.

Teaching Field
18 semester credits required
Course Course Name Credit
EDUC 574 | Differentiating Instruction and Teaching the Gifted in the Regular Classroom 3
EDUC 575 Nature and Needs of the Gifted Learner 3
EDUC 577 Current Issues in Gifted Education Seminar 3
EDUC 578 Curriculum Materials and Methods for the Gifted 3
EDUC 579 Practicum in Gifted Education 3
EDUC 580 Developing Creative and Critical Thinking Skills 3
Electives: Foundations of Professional Studies
12 semester credits required
Required Elective
EDUC 597 Curriculum Integration of Technology 3
Additional Electives: 9 semester credits required
Course Course Name Credit
EDUC 509 Advanced Tech. For Diag/Remed of Reading Problems 3
EDUC 510 Instructional Adaptation for Student Diversity 3
EDUC 511 Classroom Management Technigues for the Elementary Teacher 3
EDUC 513 Instructional Design for Optimal Student Learning 3
EDUC 515 Standards-Driven Teacher Leadership 3
EDUC 518 Action Research: Theory and Technigues 3
EDUC 519 Field-Based Action Research 3
EDUC 520 Foundations of Instructional Leadership 3
EDUC 596 Current and Emerging Instructional Technologies 3




Samford University
Orlean Bullard Beeson School of Education and Professional Studies
Office of Graduate Programs

Dispositions

An effective educational leader
1. Interacts appropriately and positively with others
2. Treats others with courtesy, respect, and open-mindedness
3. Works with diverse groups and handles issues of diversity with respect and
~ affirmation

Shows concern for the self-concept and self-esteem of others

o

Demonstrates leadership in challenging all students to high levels of
achievement

Participates and contributes actively to team efforts

Facilitates the work of others

Is reliable, responsible, and consistent

© © N o

Demonstrates leadership and reflective decision-making consistent with the

role of teacher leader/chief learning officer

10. Exhibits a strict code of honesty related to all assignments in the workplace
as well as in graduate work

11. Acknowledges the written work of others scrupulously in research and other

projects

All applicants for graduate studies in the School of Education at Samford will submit a
reference form from their employer rating their performance related to these
dispositions. Students will evaluate themselves against these criteria as they move
through their graduate program. Anyone who fails to demonstrate these dispositions
while a graduate student at Samford will be asked to meet with a team of graduate
professors and will be asked to provide a self-improvement plan. Continued failure to
uphold these standards of conduct will result in dismissal from the program.




affirmation

Shows concern for the self-concept and self-
esteem of others

Demonstrates leadership in challenging all
students to high levels of achievement

Participates and contributes actively to team
efforts

Facilitates the work of others

Is reliable, responsible, and consistent

Demonstrates leadership and reflective
decision making consistent with the role of a
teacher leader/chief learning officer

Exhibits a strict code of honesty related to all
assignments

Acknowledges the work of others
scrupulously

Reference’s name:

Position:

Signature:

Date:




